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Car Washing Talking Points

· The Center for Watershed Protection (www.cwp.org) estimates that 25 percent of the population of the United States are frequent car washers, people who wash their own cars at least once a month (1999).

· Wash water from cars washed outdoors on streets, driveways, and parking lots can easily reach storm sewers which connect to lakes, rivers, and wetlands.
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· Contaminants in wash water include the following:

· Oil and grease, which contain hazardous materials such as benzene, lead, zinc, chromium, arsenic and other metals.
· Detergents that can be poisonous to fish.
· Phosphates, which are plant nutrients and can cause excessive growth of nuisance plants in water bodies.
· Chemicals

· The best solution to keeping your car – and our water – clean is to use a commercial car wash. Wash water in a commercial car wash goes to the sanitary sewer where it is treated.

· If you want to wash your car on your own, or are involved in community car wash events, follow these clean water tips:

· If you use soap, choose a biodegradable and phosphate-free soap and use it sparingly.
· Use a hose nozzle with a trigger to save water.

· Wash your car on gravel other pervious surface that can soak up wash water. Washing cars on grass is an option – and has been recommended in the past – but runs the risk of leading to soil compaction, tree root damage, and getting curious looks from neighbors.
· Pour your bucket of wash water on the lawn or down the sink when you're done, not on the driveway or street.
· Most stores carry at least one phosphate-free and biodegradable car wash product, take the time to look at labels. Some products found in metro area stores include:

· Armor All Car Wash Concentrate

· No. 7 Car and Truck Wash Concentrate
· Dawn Ultra Concentrated Dishwashing Detergent
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