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Fall Clean Water Talking Points

Clean Streets for Clean Water!

In urban areas, stormwater carries phosphorus and other pollutants into Minnesota’s lakes,
rivers and wetlands through the storm sewer system. Unlike our household wastewater, stormwater does not go through a treatment plant first, but is piped into lakes, rivers and wetlands. Common pollutants that can wash off our yards and streets and down storm sewers include:

Phosphorus: From tree leaves, grass clippings, soil erosion, fertilizer, pet and wildlife waste.
Eroding soil: From exposed soil on construction sites, sparse lawns, and boulevard garden beds.
Bacteria: From pet and wildlife waste, failing septic systems.
Toxins: Oil, paint, cleaners, etc. spilled on streets and driveways or dumped down storm drains.
Fall Clean Water Tips

1. Have a storm drain near your home? Act as its guardian and keep it free of litter and leaves.

2. Rake or sweep tree leaves and grass clipping from streets, driveways, and sidewalks. Never dispose leaves or grass clippings along shoreland or in wetlands.
3. If leaves are less than two inches thick on your lawn, consider mulching them in place by making several passes with a power mower. Your lawn will look raked, and the shredded leaves will provide nutrients back to your lawn.
4. Fall is the best season to fertilize your lawn and control common weeds. Weed and feed responsibly. Use fertilizers and pesticides only as needed and always read and follow product instructions.
5. Consider using alternative lawn-care techniques in addition to, or even instead of, pesticides. Try pulling weeds by hand (counts as a workout), or spot-treating weedy areas instead of your entire yard. More yard-care information is available under the Garden section on the University of Minnesota Extension Services’ website www.extension.umn.edu.

6. Be phosphorus conscious! Minnesota’s Phosphorus Lawn Fertilizer Law requires use of phosphorus-free fertilizer on established lawns unless soil testing shows a need for phosphorus. For additional information visit the Minnesota Department of Agriculture website at www.mda.state.mn.us and click on “Water & Land” and then on the “Lawn Care & Water Quality.”

7. Reestablish vegetation on bare soil spots. Eroding soil is a large source of runoff phosphorus. Mulch soil with straw, wood chips, or landscaping blankets until vegetation takes hold.
