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Phosphorus Talking Points
Basic information about the Minnesota Phosphorus Lawn Fertilizer Law, and how phosphorus affects lawns, lakes and rivers.
· The plant nutrient phosphorus is vitally important to healthy plant growth and development.
· While phosphorus is necessary to grow healthy lawns, soils in many residential areas of Minnesota already have an adequate amount. In these instances, adding more phosphorus through fertilizer is not needed and will not benefit the lawn.

· The majority of lawns in the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area have adequate levels of phosphorus in the soil for healthy turf growth. However, in some parts of Greater Minnesota soils have lower levels of phosphorus and lawns may need phosphorus fertilization.
· Phosphorus (except in rare instances) does not green up a lawn. The plant nutrient nitrogen greens up a lawn. Healthy lawns can be maintained with phosphorus-free fertilizers.
· Soil testing indicates the need for phosphorus fertilization. The University of Minnesota Soil Test Lab offers information on soil testing at 651-625-3101 or http://soiltest.coafes.umn.edu.
· Phosphorus may move off lawns with runoff water and flow to nearby lakes and rivers via storm sewers.
· Runoff water in storm sewers often is not filtered before it enters a lake or river.
· Excess phosphorus in lakes and rivers can cause decreased water clarity, disagreeable odor, habitat loss, and fish kills.

· The process of enriching lakes and rivers with nutrients is called eutrophication.
· Phosphorus levels in soils needed to promote healthy turf growth are 1,000 times greater than phosphorus levels in lakes that cause eutrophication.

· There are many sources of phosphorus in urban landscapes.  Fertilizers, leaves, grass clippings, eroded soil, and animal waste are all sources of phosphorus that can runoff with stormwater if not properly managed.
· When fertilizers, leaves, grass clippings, eroded soil, and animal waste are swept or washed into the nearest street or storm drain, they often end up in a local lake or river.

· Minnesota passed a statewide law in 2004 that restricts the use of lawn fertilizers containing phosphorus, the primary nutrient that turns lakes green with algae. The law restricts USE of phosphorus. In most communities lawn fertilizer containing phosphorus can still be purchased.
· Starting January 1, 2005, use of fertilizers containing phosphorus on lawns in Minnesota is restricted. Unless special circumstances exist, only phosphorus-free lawn fertilizer can be used.
· On any bag or box of fertilizer there is a string of three numbers.  The middle number indicates phosphorus content and will read “0” on a phosphorus-free product.
· These restrictions do not apply to fertilizers used for agricultural crops, flowers and vegetable gardening, or on golf courses by trained staff.

· Special circumstances that allow use of phosphorus lawn fertilizer include soil test results showing need for phosphorus fertilization and when establishing new lawns.

· Things homeowners can do to protect water quality:

· Follow Minnesota’s new phosphorus lawn fertilizer law.

· Keep leaves and lawn clippings out of gutters, streets, and ditches.

· Clean lawn and garden equipment on the grass, not on hard surfaces. Never wash or blow soil or grass clippings into the street.

· Pick up pet waste promptly. Pet waste can contain harmful bacteria as well as nutrients. Never dispose pet waste in the street or ditches.

· Control soil erosion around homes. When left bare, soil is easily washed away with rain, carrying phosphorus with it. Soil erosion can be prevented by keeping soil covered with vegetation or mulch.

· Test your soil – a soil test is a good idea, especially if you are concerned that a lawn may need phosphorus.
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