Request For Program 
Membership
Dear friends of Minnesota’s water resources, 
 
As you may know, Metro WaterShed Partners (WSP) are an innovative coalition of nearly 60 public, private, and non-profit organizations working to protect Minnesota’s clean water. This award-winning partnership protects our water resources through direct public education, resource sharing, and the distribution of capacity building materials that help municipalities and watersheds meet their own stormwater education goals. 
 
As we embark on our 2011 programs, we’d like to take this opportunity to share some of the highlights of our 2010 Clean Water Minnesota Media Campaign, and ask for your 2011 membership support. We’d also like to announce the development of the Minnesota Clean Water Challenge. 

The Clean Water Minnesota Media Campaign
Our media outreach campaign is one of the most powerful ways we work together to remind Minnesotans about the importance of clean water and encourage them to adopt practices to protect our water resources. 
In 2010, the Clean Water Minnesota media campaign created an estimated 19,263,954 media impressions with our billboards and radio and television PSAs! Thanks to a large donation of airtime from Comcast, our media impressions in 2010 were 60% higher than in 2009.
 
Clean Water Minnesota is based on the premise that more consistent and compelling stormwater pollution prevention activities can reach the public when our member organizations pool resources and work together. Our campaign: 
 
      Helps municipalities and other MS4s meet the education requirements of their municipal stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP); 
      Places public stormwater pollution prevention messages in the mass media; 
      Maintains the cleanwatermn.org website with water quality education resources for stormwater educators, students, teachers, and residents; and
      Maintains and enhances our MS4 Toolkit and MS4 Image Gallery. 
 
With your continued support, the Clean Water Minnesota media campaign will continue to improve its Clean Water Minnesota website, and place stormwater PSAs on Twins Radio, Minnesota Public Radio, and Comcast, bringing a streets-to-stream message to Minnesota residents in 2011. 
 
The Minnesota Clean Water Challenge
As part of our efforts to foster and sustain water-friendly behaviors in Minnesota, and in response to the best current research in the psychology of behavior change, the Metro WaterShed Partners are launching the Minnesota Clean Water Challenge in 2011 – 2012. 
 
Building on past successes in raising awareness of water related problems in Minnesota, the Minnesota Clean Water Challenge will combine up-to-date research on the impact of best practices in water use and management with cutting edge thinking on the use of social marketing, social media and grass roots organizing to create behavior change in Minnesota residents. 
 
      Modeled after the Minnesota Energy Challenge, which has reduced carbon emissions in Minnesota by more than 210 million pounds since it began in 2006, the Minnesota Clean Water Challenge will aim to reduce water consumption and the amount of non-point source pollution entering Minnesota’s water. 
      By signing up and taking a pledge on the Minnesota Clean Water Challenge website, individuals and groups will be able to measure the cumulative impact of their actions over time. 
      Cities, counties, and watershed management organizations will be able to use this innovative campaign to accurately measure the impact of their clean water programs and evaluate the effectiveness of their outreach and education programs. 
Membership
The work of the Metro WaterShed Partners is 100% member-supported, which means we’re counting on your support as a contributing member to make these programs possible. By contributing membership dollars, you can help ensure the continued success of these vital public education and community outreach efforts. 

And for MPCA permitted cities and watersheds, your membership contribution helps you achieve your MS4 public education requirements. 
 
Please help protect Minnesota’s waters today by reviewing the attached membership invoice and making a membership contribution to the Metro WaterShed Partners today!
 
Offer your membership support to help raise $80,000 to continue our great work in 2011.  The following schedule of annual program support is based on community size, however we welcome any level of membership support your organization can provide:
	Population
	Recommended Annual Support Level

	0 – 10,000
	$300 - $500

	10,000 – 20,000
	$500 - $700

	20,000 – 40,000
	$700 - $1,000

	40,000 – 60,000
	$1,000 - $5,000

	60,000+ 
	$5,000 - $10,000+


If you would like to become a member, please use the invoice on our website. If you would like a printed copy, contact Jana Larson at jlarson25@hamline.edu.
Sincerely, 

The 2011 Metro WaterShed Partners Steering Committee
 
Tracy Fredin - Hamline University
 
Lyndon Torstenson - Mississippi National River and Recreation Area 
 
Jana Larson - Hamline University
 
Angie Hong - Washington Conservation District
 
Anne Weber - City of St. Paul 
 
Peggy Knapp - Freshwater Society
 
Trevor Russell - Friends of the Mississippi River
 
Carrie Mack - Ramsey-Washington Metro Watershed District
 
Jen Dullum - City of Farmington
