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Lawn Mowing Talking Points
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Keep grass clippings off street and other paved areas

· Grass clippings contain phosphorus, the nutrient that turns lakes green with algae.

· Grass clippings from actively growing lawns have 4 to 5 times more phosphorus content than fallen autumn tree leaves.

· One bushel of fresh grass clippings can contain 0.1 lbs of phosphorus – enough to produce 30 to 50 pounds of algae growth if it finds it way to a lake or river.

· When mowing, grass clippings should be directed away from the street, driveways, sidewalks, or other paved areas. Curbside storm sewers can transport grass clippings (along with other street debris and dirt) to near-by lakes, rivers and wetlands.

· Grass clippings blown on the street, driveways, sidewalks or other paved areas during mowing should be swept up and returned to the lawn or composted.

Mowing high – over 2.5 inches – promotes healthier lawn, cleaner water

· Cut grass to a height of 2.5 to 3 inches. An easy guide is the width of a dollar bill, which is slightly wider than 2.5 inches.

· Lawns mowed higher withstand heat stress better and need less watering.

· Lawns mowed higher are more competitive against weeds, reducing the need for herbicide use.

· Lawns mowed higher are more robust and resilient, reducing bare spots and soil erosion.
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